Pip’s Squeak

January 31, 2016

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal…. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way… 1 Cor. 13:1; 4
Dear people of St. Philip’s
Paul’s writes to Gentile Christians in Corinth, Greece, as they have been
bungling their way into being a faithful community in the Way of Jesus Christ; or
founding the “Jesus Movement” as our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls it.
Early church leaders, bishops, priests, deacons and strong lay leaders, circulated
Paul’s letter as a guide to others forming communities of Christian faith, and
eventually this letter was included in the Canon of the Church, some 200+ years
after it was written. It would be good if the Body of Christ as it is represented in
the institutional church would heed the call of Paul to keep LOVE at the center of
all we do if we are to call ourselves followers of Jesus Christ.
One of the ways we can show love at the center of all we do here at St.
Philip’s Episcopal Church is to BE PRESENT. Simply showing up to worship and
fellowship, to offer the spark of Christ’s light which shines through your being, is
one of the most basic and important expressions of God’s love any of us can offer.
Even when we don’t necessarily agree on everything, showing up is something
we can do to be part of God’s conversation, to help live in to what Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls “God’s dream for us.”
Bishop Curry’s book CRAZY CHRISTIANS has been inspiring our Theology Book Group this month, especially in light of the fact the Anglican Communion
is going through a time of discernment regarding who represents the Body of
Christ with an Anglican expression--something The Episcopal Church has done
for 230 years. Bishop Michael’s very existence is based on the premise that
“showing up” matters; remaining present as one part of the Body of Christ adds to
the fulfillment of the whole body.
Curry recounts his family’s story of his mother having a brain aneurysm
and falling into a deep coma. She was eventually moved to a nursing home. His
father and grandmother saw the importance of having the family remain together
as one body for as long as his mother lived. He writes that the family spent part
of every evening at the nursing home with his mommy, doing homework, watching TV, praying and just generally “being family together.” He writes that this
taught him significant messages of life: that “life can be tough. It’s not always
easy. But a life lived in the context of God can be a life triumphant, even when
you’re up against significant odds.” (Curry, ch. 2) Bishop Curry learned as a
young boy that each life was “part of something greater than just oneself”, and
showing up to participate with others who seek “something greater than themselves” results in the fullness of Christ’s presence in the world. Love that is patient and kind, love that does not insist upon its own way, is a participatory love
of mutuality. It is God’s love in Jesus Christ.
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This Sunday our little community will gather as usual at 8:00 and 10:00
to worship God and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ. Following the 10:00 service we will share a potluck meal, share stories at our tables about what we are
grateful for at St. Philip’s and what we’d like to work toward adding. It is my
prayer that each of you will make yourselves present, adding your unique spirit
of Christ to the body.
Faithfully, Pastor Mary

Nominees for Vestry :
Anne Austin
Clive Ellis
Donna Seelbach
Nominees Convention Delegates:
Jane Ellis
Nominations from the floor are also invited, but
please be sure the person you nominated wants
Cindy Hershberger
to be put forth, and is a communicate in good
Donna Seelbach
standing at St. Philip’s, age 16 or over.
Tod Connor, Alternate

Hey, High Schoolers --

Are you free on Wednesday's from 6:30 to 8:30p.m??
Because if you are, we have a youth group for high schoolers and young adults with free food!! We have been
having fun hanging out, doing homework, and eating
dinner. Nikki Olivas, a college student, and Pastor Mary join us for
fellowship and discussion.
Feb. 9, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party, 5:30-7
pm
Feb. 10, Disposition of Ashes, 12 noon & 7 pm
Feb. 17-Mar. 16, Lenten Soup Suppers, Led
by Pastor Mary and Pastor Mike.

This Week: Jan. 31 - Feb. 7
Today, 11:30 Annual Meeting & Lunch
Wed, 10:30, Theology Book Group, Sanctuary
Wed, 6:30, H.S. Youth: God Talk, Youth Room
Thu, 5pm, Food Pantry, Foyer
Fri., 10:30, Oak Tree Bible Study

Sat., 5 pm, Overnight Guests, Parish Hall

Parish Winter Retreat

Feb. 5-7, Tahoe
—————
Sunday Services
8 & 10 am, as usual
Fr. Duncan presiding

